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alking through Cam-
‘&f bridige Sound Smdics,
it's hard not to b swepd

up by Jim Salamone’s long and
storied career. Gold and platinum
albusmia frodn Wis work with amiets
from Bon Jowi to Vincssa
Williams greer visitors as they
eross 4 narrow hallway inlo the
reconding studio,

Important as those relics are 1o
his success, Jim doesn't let the
past dictate his future. He is a
man constantly moving forwird
it & changing musi industry.

"“To me, the idea of producthion
is & lot like a tailor, where you're
custom-suiting something o
somebody, ™ he saad, reflecting on
a market Nooded with shori-term
answers Ingtead of long term
solutians,

Salamone looks comforable in
his studio, tens of thousands of
dollars worth of recording equip-
ment line the walls and the smell
of aromatherapy candles drifts
through the air Jim reflects on a
business where too often the most
talented ariists are lost behind
“hiols hoop acts,™

“Cme of the things that's burtmg
the musi¢ business today 18 oo
much of it 15 off the shelf. Wie're
pot really aurunng ndividualiy
AnNTEOTE, 3

Likening pop acts to the chal-
dren’s toy, he explaimed that near-
Iy cvery American has a huln
hoop and a light bulb in their
EArAmE,

“Everyone knows who invenied
the light bulb, who invented the
hsla hoop?™

Looking back ai two arntisis
Salamone worked with personal-
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Longlims soindman [im Salamone 1akes o the contncl boand a3t Camibr

of the Rolling Stones and
Bon Jovi,
decided to build his record
studio in Bucks County

Jim Salamone
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Sedand Sudice, his rew digs in Mewtown. “We need

a lot of Bucks Counly baleni fo come in,” snys Salimerse. ™ There's po Facifiily Bue this in the anca, 50 mo ope’s expecting IL°

Iv, he sees the flaws in record
companies putting their weight
behind this lightning in o boitle
sirategy.

He explained that the shaft came
in the carly 1%90s, when twe 11-
vesr-old kids from Atianta with
N0 cxperience m rap music sold
11 million records after fipping
their jeans arcund and going by
the name “Kris Kross.” At the
same time, (he late R&B singer
Gerald Levert was consistently

wttine ol @ siring of insanely
P B s

talented records that never
became hits, but consistently sold
750080,

“He wns an antisl worth devel-
oping because he was good,"
Salomone explained, “But you
figare 11 mlﬁmrl plbums from
Kris Kross; that’s one marketing
and development budget. If Ger-
abd put out 11 albums ... that's 11
budgets.”

But it is that kind of thinking,

Salarmone says, that is killing the
major labels. Over time, those
novelty acts fade guickly and
saled go down, while talented
artists — often dropped for fail-
ing to peach | million album
plateaus, are consistently draw-
ing andiences.

“The record company is now
paying for that because people
got tired of the hula hoop,” he
said. He points to Philadelphia
artigts like G Love and Melody
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Cardean as examples that fans
are now bypassing labels 1o find
the arists through outlets like
iTunes and WXPM, as well as
local wenues like Puck in
Dowlestomwn

Bom in Philadelphia and living
in Richboro for the past 14 years,
i MNEWLOWR studio was afn 2asy
choice for the Archbhishop Fyan
and Temple University graduate,
Balomone's carcer his  been
reflecied in Philadelphia music
for sround 30 years, His college
professors were oflen mare inter-
ested in his jare fusion band than
his Poli. S¢i. papers and his first
break came from Joe Tarsia, one
of the mnovators behind the
famed “sound of Philadelphia,”

is not uneemmon 1o see soul
nrtist Teddy Pemlerprass or Crys-
tal Torres (commonly noted for
her waork with Beyonce) wander-
ing the halls of Cambridge Sound
Studios, There 15 also a bevy of
developing bands like Beaucoup
Binie, For-24, Cheers Elephant and
Paddy’s Well, who have devoted
their lovalty to Cambeidge,

Wi a ot of Bucks County
talent to come in,” Salamone gaid
“There's no facility like this in the
area, 50 no gne's expeching .

Also floating around the inter-
locking web of rooms are
employees Toedd MeCoy and
Alex Baranowskl, who say they
often choose to work 10-, 13- of
evien 19-hour days just because
they enjoy their jobs s0 much.
With plush leather couches, a
stocked fridge and a full shoser,
why leave?

T'J'I:crl;'!- :il:m Le 5]1¢|'I-]Hl'd of
TS0 Creations in Wrightstown, &
graphic designer and longtime

friend of Salamone’s whose talents
don't po to wasie,

Salamone spent  three ‘months
designing his new digs and 10
months building 1. Whith 4 son
Council Rock South and another in
Bucks County Community College,
it"s no surprise that the producer has
started imparting his knowlsdge onto
a new crop of music lovers,

“What we want to do is at least give
them an overview of the entice
process,” Salamone said of the
course he teaches Direxel’s entering
freshman audio engineering stu:
demnis.

Salamone said his smdenis take &
hands-on approach 1o producing,
doing everything from setting up
equipment 10 gel the most out of an
instrument (o taking existing studio
sesgions and remixing them o new
creations,

While he expects students 1o gtan
class with linle to no studio and soft-
ware experience, Salamone hopes
lhe:,.' |¢:i'.'e nod nh]:,l :Jl;pcrim'll: 'i|1
saftware ke ProTools, but with a
full scope of the producing business,
from“the good, the bad, the glamour
and the frustrating.”

He is uneasy of kids throwing their
maney nlo  awdio  enginéenng
schools wath ne backup plan, and,
reflecting on his own law carcer-
path, suggesls most students pursue
an associate’s degree " something
real” while pursuing their dream
career of music,

In the past, tape reigned in limits on

how many tracks an artist could lay
down or how long it took a producer
to work between them.

Salamone believes the move from
tape to digital has not only forced
producers o become better at their
craft, but has alse opened endless
doors for time and creativity.

And today, with milhons of tracks
an a hard drive and instant e-mail
commumication betwesn artists and
producers thousands of miles apart,
the possibalities are seemingly end-
less for mdividuals to find their way
through the murky waters of a chang-
ing music industry,

Cambridge Sound Studios 18 locat-
ed at 1 Cambridge Lane, Mewtown.
They can be reached at 215-579-
9500 or on the Web at www.cam-
bridgesoundstudios.com,
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Amang, the hund:-sp-m fnrmlr on the ouldoor stage were Roi and the

Sedrel J'":'l:_lpl-l;_ = ellite f_

ers Elephant and Drink Up Butleroup.

Phofo coariedy of L Shppad

Cambridge Sound Studio owner and record producer [im Salamone
joined inom the drums with Beaschop Blue

Recording studio opens in Newtown

A magical time was had by
all on Sunday i Newlown
at the Cambridge Sonnd
Studio Grand Opening.

Mother Nature gave her
best wishes with turning a
stormy forecast into a pic-
ture perfect Newtown May
Day.

Along with the official
ribbon cutting by Miss
Pennsylvania, the Mum-
mers marching and the
live bands all afternoon -
the Cambridge area of
Newiown was alive and
well with a festival atmos-
phere.

In attendance to tour the
state of the ant recording

studio and enjoy the cele-
bration including food,
drink and live music were
Upper Makefield Supervi-
sor Dave Kulig and his
family, the Newtown Busi-
ness Aszsociation made a
presentation to the studio,
local celebrities, nationally
known musicians and
record industry mainstays,
recording artists and hun-
dreds of family, friends and
SUpporiers.

Jim Salamone, producer
and owner of the Cambnidge
Sound said he couldn’t have
asked for a better day 1o
kick off his new bisiness in
the heart of Newtown,

Pt gty o | i Sekafies
LauRen Merola, a.k.a. Miss Penrevhania, & lanked by Jim Sala-
meonie, beft, and Joe Tarsta, right. during Sunday’s grand opening.



